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SQL Server 2005 or 2008

That is the Question

Since 1989, Blackstone & Cullen, Inc. has leveraged information technology to provide
business solutions. Principal services include enterprise application integration, data
warehousing, and program office implementation, and custom application
development.

Support Ends for SQL 2000, What are your opiionse

Solution Overview

\

Microsoft Gold Partner
Blackstone & Cullen, Inc.
Business Scenario

Business Intelligence

SQL Server 2005

Microsoft SQL Server is a secure,
reliable data platform for storing
mission-critical information, and
delivering the right information
to all users, while reducing the
fime and cost of managing
data.

SQL Server provides the highest
levels of security, reliability, and
scalability for your business
applications.

It reduces the time and cost of
managing your data
infrastructure while streamlining
development of data
applications.

Drives business intelligence
throughout your organization,
manage reports and analysis of
any size or complexity, and
empower users by providing
powerful visualization and
infegration with the 2007
Microsoft Office system. SQL
Server provides a
comprehensive platform
delivering business intelligence
where users want it.

Business Solution
Business Intelligence

Data Warehousing
Online Transaction Processing

Application Development

Server Consolidation.

Blackstone & Cullen Inc.

Microsoft mainstream
support for SQL 2000 is
retiring on April 2008 (to
read more about this click
here). In order to extend
support you will need to
sign up for an extended
support contract that could
cost up to $50,000 per
year.

If you are still running SQL
2000 you have the option of
upgrading to SQL 2005 or
SQL 2008. But what is the
right option for your
organization?

Blackstone & Cullen, Inc.
consultants work with your
team to create a
personalized upgrade plan
that will give you the best
opportunity at having a

Benefits

e Security of a company’s
most confidential
information.

e Less planned and
unplanned downtime.

¢ Consistent and
predictable performance
for workloads as well as
entire database.

e Less DBA time spent on
reactive management
tasks allows more time
for proactive database
management.

e Increases productivity of
database developers by

successful upgrade.

Blackstone & Cullen, Inc.
has worked with multiple
organizations to
successfully upgrade to
SQL Server 2005. As
member of the Business
Intelligence Partner
Advisory Council (Bl PAC),
our proven Day One Ready
methodology helps
organizations reduce the
risk of an unsuccessful
upgrade.

April is around the corner
and now is the time to put
your plan in place.
Blackstone & Cullen, Inc. is
ready to make your
upgrade plan successful.
To start a step ahead of
your competitors, book one

simplifying the
development of data-
driven applications.

e Ability to manage
unstructured data.

e Manage large numbers
of users and data with
improved query
performance on large
tables.

¢ Provide a consistent set
of KPIs and business
metrics to all users in an
organization.

e Empowers users to
answer complex

1145 Sanctuary Parkway, Suite 335, Alpharetta, GA 30004

of our 2 day Upgrade
Reviews during the month
of May and receive 10%
off the total price. This
review will provide you
with valuable information
to confirm areas you are
already looking at, point
you in areas that you may
have overlooked, and
inform you of some instant
value areas you may be
able to leverage for
significant impact to your
business.

If you would like to learn
more about upgrading to
SQL Server 2005 or 2008
and the effort it requires,
need additional resources,
or would like to get more
information about other
Microsoft solution

business questions by
providing relevant
information through
reports in Microsoft
Office Word and Office
Excel.
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Upgrading SQL Server Business Intelligence

_ 2000 - 2005 2005 2008 2000 - 2008

Analysis Services | Different Small refinements | Different
architecture and architecture and
designer designer

Reporting Issues with No dependency Issues with
Services custom IS/ S5RS  onllS custom lIS/ SSRS
settings settings

Data Runs natively Runs natively Runs natively
Transformation
Services (DTS)

Integration Small refinements
Services (SSIS)

DTS to SSIS Everything has Everything has Everything has
changed changed changed

Analysis Services had a complete redesign in SQL Server 2005, and although you can convert a cube during
upgrade the result will not be an optimal design or make best use of the powerful new features in SQL Server
2005/8. SQL Server 2008 just has extra features on top of 2005, such as performance improvements and better
design tools. So in my opinion you need to completely redesign your cubes, and then adapt the calculated
members to account for the subtle changes in MDX in SQL Server 2005.

Reporting Services was developed for SQL Server 2005, but then bought out for SQL 2000 before 2005 was
released. The basic story here is that reports can be upgrade all the way along form 2000/5/8 but if you have been
using custom security or making calls to the 2000 SOAP API then there this work will need to be redone as the
architecture of SQL Server 2008 is completely different e.g. there is no dependency on IIS.

Data Transformation Services (DTS) was replaced by Integration services (SSIS) in SQL Server 2005. You can
still run DTS packages in SQL Server 2005/8 as they were but there were a number of reasons for the replacement:

e Performance SSIS runs in memory in the same way as many other tools of this type and so is much faster.

e Manageability. It was difficult to debug DTS packages and it was quite difficult to move them around

e Flexibility. Loops and other control flows were very difficult to get working in conjunction with good error
reporting.

e Collaboration. Only one person could work on a DTS package at a time to the point that if you left the
package open it would prevent it being run by someone else.

e SSIS Fixes all that and all that has happened in SQL Server 2008 is that certain type of process are much
faster and you can write your own transformations in C# using Visual Studio Tools for Applications (VSTA).
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